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Reduced Railroad Rates for the Atlantic City Convention 


The Trunk Line Association has just issued an order grant- 
ing reduced railroad rates to the Atlantic City Convention, 
which applies to the members of the National Canners Associa- 
tion, Canning Machinery and Supplies Association, National 
Food Brokers Association, National Kraut Packers Association 
and the National Wholesale Grocers Association. The rates 
will be one and a half fare for the round trip and certificates 
to obtain these rates can be secured from the Association's office 
in Washington. Tickets will be on sale from January 20th to 
26th, with the final return limit of February 4th. 


Reorganization in Law Enforcement and Research Work of 
, Department of Agriculture 


Secretary Jardine announces that he has recommended con- 
solidation in one unit, to be known as the Bureau of Chemistry 
and Soils, of the research work of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on soils and fertilizers and certain of the 
chemical] work on agricultural products at present conducted by 
the Bureaus of Chemistry, Soils and Plant Industry, and the 
placing of the regulatory work involved in the enforcement of 
the Federal Food and Drugs Act, the Tea Inspection Act, the 
Insecticide and Fungicide Act and the Naval Stores Act in an- 
other single administrative unit, to be known as the Food, Drug 
and Insecticide Administration. The reorganization recom- 
mended by the Secretary is included in the Budget for the fiscal 
year 1928 which has just been presented to Congress. 
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The proposed reorganization, the Secretary. explained, is 
primarily for the purpose of separating work involving scientific 
research from the work of law enforcement and bringing to- 
gether under one directing head the closely related research and 
other work of the department on soil science, fertilizers, etc., 
and in the general field of agricultural chemistry which is now 
scattered in three separate bureaus. 

The Secretary states that it is highly desirable that the 
research work and the regulatory work be handled by separate 
administrative units because the growing pressure under which 
it is necessary to work in handling law enforcement is such as 
to interfere seriously with the attention that can be given to re- 
search work. Law enforcement must be handled promptly as 
cases arise and when both this work and scientific research are 
conducted by the same organization the natural tendency is to 
put aside the research project which is not of immediate urgent 
appeal but which is of far reaching importance considering the 
long time future of American agriculture. 


Any interference with the progress of research, the Secre- 
tary stated, exacts a costly toll, because the future is denied the 
help which comes out of steady scientific research work con- 
ducted over a period of years. 

The new plan of administration is based upon the report of 
a group of leading agricultural scientists who, at the invitation 
of Secretary Jardine, submitted recommendations last summer 
concerning the ‘crganization of the chemical, soil and fertilizer 
work of the department. The Secretary’s advisors recommended 
specifically that a separation of certain of the regulatory and 
research work of the department be made and that the Secretary 
“organize the research work of the present Bureau of Chemistry, 
the work of the offices of Soil Fertility and of Soil Bacteriology 
of the present Bureau of Plant Industry, and all of the work of 
the Bureau of Soils and of the Fixed Nitrogen Research Labora- 
tory into a single bureau.” 


The proposed segregation of the regulatory work into a 
Food, Drug and Insecticide Administration, the Secretary em- 
phasized, involves no change in the policy or methods of enforc- 
ing the Federal Food and Drugs Act and other acts involved. 
These laws in his opinion are now being enforced in an efficient 
manner and the industries coming within the jurisdiction of the 
laws are now adjusted to existing plans and policies. Any ma- 
terial changes in the procedure for the enforcement of these 
regulatory statutes, in the opinion of the Secretary, would be 
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disturbing to the industries affected with no compensating in- 
crease in the effectiveness of the law enforcement work. 


The laboratories of the present Bureau of Chemistry that 
are engaged on food and drug control work under the new plan 
merely would operate under the Food, Drug and Insecticide Ad- 
ministration unit, and present policies and methods of enforce- 
ment continued. Any basic research necessary would be pro- 
vided for in the research laboratories, as at present, since under 
the new plan of organization there would continue to be close 
contact and cooperation between the two groups. While pri- 
marily for the purpose of consolidating the scientific work into 
one research unit and segregating the work of law enforcement 
into a separate administrative unit, the Secretary has stated 
that under the new plan it is expected that certain economies in 
operation would be effected. 


Government's Attitude on Food Law Enforcement 


So much difference of opinion exists among canners and 
other food manufacturers regarding the work of the Bureau of 
Chemistry in the enforcement of the Food and Drugs Act, that 


the following quotation fram the last annual report of the Catet 
of that Bureau will doubtless be of interest. 

“The Federal Food and Drugs Act is administered on the 
theory that more is to be accomplished by acting in an advisory 
capacity under such conditions as will insure legal products than 
by accumulating a record of successful prosecutions with attend- 
ing fines. In this belief the bureau is always willing to advise 
a manufacturer coming to it with an honest desire to comply 
with the act as to the conditions which he should observe in 
marketing a fully legal product. It is believed that more ef- 
fective compliance with the law may be obtained by showing 
reputable manufacturers how to bring their products into con- 
formity with its terms than by imposing fines or effecting 
seizures and confiscations after the violation has been com- 
mitted. Its policy, therefore, is to pursue educational methods 
as a preliminary to legal action where this can be done without 
—-, the public interest or legitimate competitive con- 

tions.” 


More About the European Corn Borer 


The Department of Live Stock Economics, International 
Live Stock Exposition, Union Stock Yards, Chicago, has just 
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published a very clear, concise bulletin entitled, “The Corn 
Borer, Assassin of the Corn Field,” by Tage U. H. Ellinger. 

Copies of this bulletin can be secured by addressing this 
office or from the Department referred to above. 


Raspberry and Blackberry Diseases 


“Most of the diseases of raspberries and blackberries are 
caused by fungi. The usual symptoms by which each disease 
may be recognized are fairly well marked. Certain other dis- 
eases, such as mosaic and leaf curl, though they are of an in- 
fectious nature, are not known to be caused by fungi or other 
organisms. They occur throughout the range of the raspber- 
ries and are becoming so serious in some places as to necessitate 
the replacement of susceptible varieties with other sorts of 
berries which are more resistant.” 


The more important fungous and virus diseases of rasp- 
berries and blackberries of the United States are described 
and illustrated in Farmers Bulletin 1488, published by the 
United States Department of Agriculture. Practical methods 
for control of these diseases are given, wherever such methods 
are known. 


Imports of Canned Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 


The following figures show the imports of canned tomatoes 
and tomato paste for the month of October and the first ten 
months of 1926, as compared with a year ago. 

October First ten months of 

1926 1925 1926 1925 
Tomatoes, canned ....11,283,450 17,534,685 52,613,891 61,388,367 
1,108,274 1,787,176 14,332,900 16,027,841 


Lower Duty on Tomato Product Denied by Higher Court 


In our Information Letter No. 184, page 389, we notified 
our members that the Customs case involving the import duty 
on tomato paste or sauce (Schroeder Bros. v. U. 8.—Suit No. 
2752) was argued before the United States Court of Customs 
Appeals. 

That Court has handed down its decision sustaining the 
opinion of the lower court that the product involved in this case 
was properly classified as tomato paste and therefore dutiable 
at 40 per cent ad valorem. 
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From the opinion of the Court, it appears that some of the 
testimony was to the effect that the product was tomato sauce 
and some that it was known as tomato paste. The Court held 
therefore that the importers had failed to establish that the 
product was commercially known as tomato sauce. 

Counsel for both sides agreed that the product was not 
tomato sauce, but was a product used in making sauce. The 
claim of the importers that this product was not paste was ap- 
parently based almost entirely on the fact that it was more 
fluid than some samples of tomato paste. However, upon exami- 
nation of samples submitted and in absence of testimony over- 
coming the presumption of correctness in the Collector's classifi- 
cation, the Court found the product to be tomato paste and over- 
ruled the protest. 

The decision of the Court is published in full as T. D. 41882 
in “Treasury Decisions,” issued by the Treasury Department, 
Vol. 50, No. 28, Dec, 2nd, 1926. 


Freight Rates on Tomato Catsup 


Regarding efforts made by an eastern canner to secure re- 
duction in the class rating on tomato catsup packed in tin, in 
cases, it appears from copy of a letter we have just received from 
the attorney handling this case for the canner that the situation 
is about as follows: 

In the case tried before the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, the Commission established a differential of one class 
between catsup packed in glass and in tin. This commodity is 
now rated as second class and third in tin so that carriers could 
not give a lower rating on tin packages without a corresponding 
reduction on glass packages. As catsup loads very largely in 
glass, which is not the case with either soup or pulp, the es- 
tablishment of Rule 26 rating on catsup in tin with corresponding 
reduction on the package in glass would mean such a consider- 
able cut in revenue of carriers, it is quite improbable that they 
would voluntarily agree to make these reductions. 


Canned Tomatoes in Tunis 


According to a report received by the Department of Com- 
merce from the American Consul at Tunis, there are three 
plants in that district canning tomatoes in sufficient quantities 
to permit an exportation of 1200 tons per year. 


= { 
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Canning in France 


Excessive temperatures during the summer have caused 
shortage in the vegetable crop and inferiority in quality, ac- 
cording to a report received by the Department of Commerce 
from the Consul at Nantes, France. This is said to be particu- 
larly true in case of peas and as a result an increase of as much 
as 100 per cent is to be anticipated in canned pea prices. The 
situation with regard to tomatoes and artichokes is somewhat 
better but by no means favorable. 


Duty on Canned Anchovies 


The Customs Court holds that imported salted anchovies in 
tins are properly dutiable at 1 cent per pound under Paragraph 
719 of the Tariff Act, instead of at 25 per cent ad valorem under 
Paragraph 720, as assessed by the Collector of Customs. (Pro- 
test 161, 169-G-27753-25). 


Efforts to Extend British Canning Industry 


For the purpose of promoting expansion of the canning of 
fruits and vegetables in England, canners and others interested 
have combined to form the National Food Canning Council, ac- 
cording to information received through the Department of 
Commerce. 

Arrangements have been made for experiments in canning 
apples on a commercial scale, to be carried out by the Fruit and 
Vegetable Preservation Research Station of the University of 
Bristol. With the financial assistance from the Ministry, an up- 
to-date canning unit has been purchased. By arrangement with 
the British Fruit Packing Company, the plant has been installed 
in that Company's factory at East Farleigh, Kent. 

Operations at the plant have now commenced and a public 
demonstration was held at the factory recently. 


Canned Food Consumption Among Farmers 


The Bureau of Home Economics of the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture has published a preliminary report on 
a survey made in cooperation with state universities on the 
quantity, cost and nutritive value of food consumed in farm 
_— in selected localities in Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri and 

0. 


INFORMATION LETTER 445 


(! The following table summarizes the average quantity and 
value of certain foods used by 1,331 families covered by the 
survey : 

Proportion Proportion 
Average per family purchased of families 


Pounds Value Pounds Value _ using 
Per cent Per cent Per cent 


100 100 43 
51-95 
100 22-80 
100 59 

Dry 65 
Fish, all kinds .... . 92 


81.16 


Sardine Industry Abroad 


According to a report from Bordeaux, the French sardine 
catch this year has been small in quantity and irregular, in con- 
sequence of which the price of French sardines is very high. 
The majority of the fish caught have been of the larger sizes, 
which reduced the quantity of the pack available for the Ameri- 
can market where the smaller sizes are preferred. 

It is also reported by the American Trade Commissioner 
in London that conditions in the Portugese sardine fishing in- 
dustry are unfavorable and that some of the canneries there 
are closing owing to the fact that fish are not obtainable. It is 
reported that a suggestion has been made to hold up fishing en- 
tirely on the Portugese coast from January to March. Con- 
tinued high prices are therefore looked for. 


Publications of Interest to Salmon Canners 


The Washington office of the Association has received copies 
of three recent publications relating to canned salmon, which 
will be of interest to the industry. The work covered in these 
publications was carried on by members of the Laboratory staff 
of the Northwest Branch of the Association at Seattle, Wash- 
ington. The titles of these publications are as follows: 


Fruit: 
Milk: 
cccoee 100 100 0.15 
Freeh ....... 98 
| 
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“Canned Salmon—A Five-Year Correlation Study of Cer- 
tain Quality Factors.” By C. R. Fellers, E. D. Clark, and R. 
W. Clough. University of Washington Publications in Fish- 
eries, Vol. 1, No. 9. 

“Bacteriological Investigations on Raw Salmon Spoilage.’’ 
By C. R. Fellers. University of Washington Publications in 
Fisheries, Vol. 1, No. 8. 

“Bacteriological Study of Canned Salmon.” By C. R. Fel- 
lers. Reprint from Journal of Bacteriology, Vol. 12, No. 3 
(September, 1926). 

Copies of these publications may be secured by our members, 
as long as they are available, by addressing the National Canners 
Association’s office, 826 Skinner Bldg., Seattle, Washington. 


Freight Car Loadings 


According to the American Railway Association, the loading 
of revenue freight for the week ending November 27th totaled 
942,792 cars, which was an increase of 19,586 cars over the 
corresponding week last year. 


